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THE SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM -- A REFERENCE. Registration, reinstated in 1980
by Presidential Proclamation, requires all young men to register within 30 days of their 18th
birthday with the Selective Service. Men age 18 through 25 are required to be registered. The
following will provide additional information you need to know:
Change of Address. A man must keep Selective Service informed of any changes in his record,
such as a name or address change, until 1 January of the year he becomes 26.
Penalties. Failure to register or otherwise comply with the Military Selective Service Act is,
upon conviction, punishable by a fine of up to $250,000, imprisonment for up to 5 years, or
both.
Federal Benefits. Under the Solomon and Thurmond Amendments, Federal student fmancial
assistance (Title IV - Higher Education Act), Federal employment, and assistance under the Job
Training Partnership Act are denied to men who fail to register with the Selective Service
System, if so required.
Men Not Required To Register. Such men include non-immigrant aliens, active duty military,
those who are not of age to be registered, and those who are incarcerated or institutionalized.
Aliens.

A citizen of another country who is residing in the United States has the same

obligation to register as a United States citizen in the same age group. The only non-citizens
not required to register are those in lawful non-immigrant status, including those on student or
visitor visas and members of diplomatic missions and their families. megal aliens must register.
Guardsmen and Reservists. Male members of the National Guard and Reserve Forces not on
active duty are required to register if they are 18 through 25 years of age.
Men On Active Military Duty. Men on active duty with the U S Armed Forces are exempt
from registration. When released from active duty, this exemption no longer applies. However,
registration is usually a part of inprocessing for servicemen under age 26.
Disabled And Institutionalized Men. A disabled man released from an institution must register
within 30 days of that release. If cared for at home, he must register if reasonably able to leave
the house and go into a public place.

He may register at any post office, or a mail-in

registration card can be used. This decision must, by necessity, be a case-by-case deterritination
and deference will be given to the judgement of the parent or guardian.
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Compliance Program.

Selective Service has a compliance matching program which helps

ensure that all young men are treated fairly.

The system matches Federal, state, and local

records against a master file of registrants. When a probable non-registrant is identified by this
matching program, he is sent a letter asking him to register as required by the Military Selective
Service Act.
Classification.

Today Selective Service is not classifying registrants; that is, there is no

determination whether they qualify for a deferment or exemption. The only requirement is that
of registration. Classification determinations would be made only if and when Congress and the
President order a return to inductions. If so ordered, there will be ample. opportunity to submit
information supporting a request for an exemption or deferment.
Status Information Letters. A man who has attained age 26 cannot be denied a Federal right
privilege, or benefit if he shows by a preponderance of the evidence that his failure to register
was not a knowing and willful failure to register. He should request a Status Information letter
from Selective Service if this applies to his personal situation.
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'MEGAN'S LAW' APPROVED BY CONGRESS. Both the House and the Senate recently
adopted legislation to require that local officials be warned whenever dangerous child molesters
or rapists are released from prison and move into their community. The bill passed, is named
for a seven-year-old New Jersey girl who was raped and murdered in 1994, allegedly by a
neighbor who was a twice-convicted sexual offender.
That crime and similar cases elsewhere motivated several state legislatures to enact
legislation requiring that the public be made aware of the home and work addresses of paroled
sex offenders.
Under the 1994 Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act, states were required
to create a database on child molesters and other sexually violent offenders.
This bill will require that local police release "relevant L'lformation" to the public about
child molesters and other sexually violent offenders when they are discharged from prison.
Current law allows local law enforcement officials to release the information, but does not
require its release. The bill clarifies that the type and amount of information released be in
accordance with any existing state law.
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